


WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC") and the West 

Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources have recommend the public practice of 

social distancing, meaning staying home whenever possible and otherwise maintaining a six feet 

distance from other individuals, to minimize the transmission of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, locations where people congregate unnecessarily and/or fail to follow 

adequate social distancing practices are therefore areas of large-scale threat and emergency; and 

WHEREAS, businesses that are to remain open will need to reduce their operations to 

continue with minimum contact with members of the public and only essential employees, and 

must require proper social distancing at all times; and 

WHEREAS, these measures relating to the closure of certain businesses and to limit the 

operation of non-essential businesses are necessary because of the propensity of the COVID-19 

virus to spread via personal interactions and because of physical contamination of property due to 

its ability to remain on surfaces for prolonged periods of time; and 

WHEREAS, it is the duty of every West Virginian to practice proper social distancing and 

to comply with these measures in order to protect our people, our families, and each other, against 

this terrible epidemic. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIM JUSTICE, pursuant to the authority vested in me pursuant 

to the provisions of Chapter 15, Article 5, Section 6 and Chapter 15, Article 5, Section 1 of the 

Code of West Virginia, hereby DECLARE and ORDER, effective as of 8:00 PM, Eastern 

Standard Time, on the Twenty-fourth day of March, Two Thousand Twenty, as follows: 

1. Stay at home or your place of residence. To preserve public health and safety, and to

ensure the healthcare system in West Virginia is capable of serving all citizens in need,

especially those at high risk and vulnerable to COVID-19, all individuals within the State

of West Virginia are under a general stay-at-home order and are directed to stay at home

or their place of residence unless performing an essential activity. An activity is essential

if the purpose of the activity is one of the following:




















